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.. Report Finds Fewer Law Firm Mergers Last Year - - .-
T Therewer 55 law firm mergers in 2007, shghtly fewer from the year before,
' lawfifm consultancy Hildebrandt International said in g report issued -
- Jast-week: The largest ‘Berger Jast year was that between New York law.

. {2 bination that createqd Dewey & LeBoeuf. Other maior mietgers includesd
i - Kirkpatrick & Lockhart Nicholson (iraham's with Preston Gates
:* & Elfis and Drinker Biddle & Reath's combination with Gardner Carton
" & Douglas, Hildebrandt said there were 58 law firm miergers in 2006, but
- ald the trend was still np from 2004 and 2005. The group-said it expected
. Inérgeractivity in 2008 to femnain robust, noting that a number of large -
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Judges Take the Reins
- In Brooklhym Foreclosure

BY MARK FASS closure Committee, which o

' . - regularly to address the proh

IN 2003, four years before the the judges encountered in |
word. “subprime” entered the ever-growing stacks of foreclo
vernacular, Brooklyn Supreme applications. ‘ :
Court Justice Carelyn Demarest . - Angd when the rate of fon
' approached her colleague Herbert  suras s0on began to accele
Kramer to discuss a number of the judges found:themse:

i** ¢ombinations had already become effective’ - Anthony Lin

BTl K oo e isszes she had encountered dur-. ahead of the-curve interms
' State Denies Charges Committee ‘Whitewashed’ Complaings - - Ing a recent uptick in foreclosure - judicial response, .-
v Yor y ! i ' applications. C ' - “All of these things; as

" “We saw rather early-on what started to jook at i, we cc
-has now come to light and is a :8ee what was going on,” Jus
daily source of news: the preda- Demarest said. “You could
tory iending, people who could patterns-—that the applica
i, ot possibly pay the rates they * were riot being qualified prope
have contracted for, straw bid- that the property was priced'
ders, fraudulent transactiong, proportionately. You know w
fraudulent conveyances,” Justice  community and you khow-wh
- Demarest recalled in a racent con. .the property.is, you-knowt]
versation. - something's wrong here—thér
Over the next few years, the . 4 disconnect, the banks are'r
' Informal conversations between screening these people,” . 4.
- Justices Demarest and Kramer .. The court’s etforts, which ha
 and 2 handiul of other Brooklyn " ineluded streamlined procedii

wonttorneys. Tn s answer in Anderson b. State of New York, 07Civ. 9599,
theistate denied the claims of Christine C, Anderson, a former staff - -
o attdrneyforthe First Bepartment disciplinary committee who said she-

?‘ *efm _ﬁﬂﬁﬁpmﬁﬂ_ed_pm-qep rivationt ;. i SUDr'emeCmmiu'dgﬁ, s evofved into
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IN BRIEF

Report Finds Fewer Law Firm. Mergers Last Year
There were 55 law firm mergers in 2007, slightly fewer from the year before,

law firs consultancy Hildebrandt International said in a report issued -

last week. The largest merger last year was that between New York law
‘firms Dewey Ballantine and LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae, a com-

- bination that created Dewey & LeBoeut. Other major mergers incluced

" Férkpatrick & Lockhart Nicholson Grahar’s merger with Preston Gates
& Ellis and Drinker Biddle & Reath’s combination with Gardner Carton

& Douglas. Hildebrandt said there were 58 law firm mergers in 2006, but

540 the trend was still up from 2004 and 2005. The grouprsaid it m:pectéd'
‘merger.activity in 2008 to remain robust, noting that a number of large
, combimﬂons had alre.ady bemme efiecﬁve wAnﬂmtw Lin

“State Denies Cmumitwe ‘Whitewashed’ Com lam

+-and the Bronx had "whitewashed™ complaints against “certain select”
sattorneys, Inits answer InAnderson u State of New York, 07 Civ. 9599,

‘Jattorneyfor the First Department disciplinary cofmittee who said she
“wiis fired last yéar after complaining about favoritism to her superiors.
‘Discovery, which is: proceeding under a negotiated confidentiality
“order, s required tobe completed before the next scheduled court
‘conference on. Sept. 3. —.Damel Wxse o :

ew York state last week denied charges that top ofﬁcxals at the
mplinarymmmlttee ‘overseeing lawyers practicing in Manhattan. -

it statedenied the clalms of Christine C. Andprson a former sta!f ‘-

“Panel Finds Gounty Did Not Violate nghts of Union Members

sNassau County did not violate the due process rights of corrections

_ ~-officers by: deferring.a partion of their salaryuntil their employment

‘_defendants provided pre-deprivation

ed-Fri
c 'f’t{léiasmyml!
argainiRg agrearnent that was in effect between the parties were
i y otenﬂalright plaintiffs possessed notdo
e, we find i violatlon of the Due Process Clause,”

“dispu
“with the"shﬂrifis  union.anddour-other law enforcement unions that
' owed 16 ‘cour

ith the county ended; the 1. S-Court-of Appeals or the Second

the grievance procedures of the collec- -

16 institute a 1ag. paymﬂ plan as a cost-saving ‘
ement foidaler i

udge. (;hésterJ. Straub wrote in Adains v. Suozzi, 06-5725-Cv., revers- - -
- ing. Eastarg"l\)igtr}’ct‘mdgemﬂm:ﬁ. Spatt (NYLI, Sept: 19, 2006). The -
‘begari in 139% when the county entered into.an agreement. -
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Judges Tuke the Rems
In Brooklyn Foreclosure

BY‘MAI'II( FASS

IN 2003, four years before the

word “subprime” entered the

vernacular, Brooklyn Supreme
Court Justice Carolyn Demarest
approached her colleague Herbert
Kramer to discuss a number of
issues she had encountered dur-
ing a recent uptick in foreclosure
applications.

~ “We saw rather early on what
has now come to light and is a
daily source of news: the preda-
tory lending, people who could
not possibly, pay the rates they.
have contracted for, straw bid-
ders, fraudulent transactions,
fraudulent conveyances,” Justice
Demarest recalled in a recent con-
versation,

Over the next few years, the

inforinal conversations between

Justices Demarest and Krarmier-
* and a handful of other Brooklyn-
1 Supreme Court judges evolved into. -
aformal group, the Brooklyn Fore- - *

cldsure Commxttee which r
regularly to address the prob
the judges encountered in
ever-growing stacis of iomc]c
applications.

And when the rate of for
sures soon began to accele
the judges found themse
ahead of the curve in terms
judicial response,

“All of these things, ar
started to lock at it, we ¢
see what was going on,” Ju:
Demarest said. “You couje
patterns—that the applic
were not being qualified proy-
that the property was pricec
proportionately. You know
community and you know w
the property is, you know

_something’s wrong here—th

& disconnect, the banks are

* gCreening these people.”

The court's efforts, which |
inchuded streamlined proced
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